
	
Skip to content
					
						
	
		[image: PDF Association logo]
	


Featured articles



	
	
	
				
  
    [image: ]
  

  
    PDF versions
  



	
	
	
	






	
	
	
			ISO 14289-2 (PDF/UA-2), the “gold standard” for accessibility in PDF 2.0, has arrived
	Game-changing new free specification enables interoperable reuse and accessibility for PDF







Discover pdfa.org

	Review publications from the PDF Association and ISO
	The technical index lists critical resources for developers
	Learn which companies are PDF Association members
	Review hundreds of presentations from our events




Key resources

	Try the new VS Code extension for PDF syntax
	Check out our cheat sheets for PDF developers
	Get PDF’s latest specification, ISO 32000-2 at no cost
	Add ISO 32000-2 errata via our public GitHub repo, and check out the resolutions





Get involved

	Discover the benefits of PDF Association membership
	Join the PDF Association!
	Review the PDF technical community’s working groups


  






How do you find the right PDF technology vendor? 
Use the Solution Agent to ask the entire PDF communuity!

The PDF Association celebrates its members’ public statements 
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PDF/A


[image: PDF/A flyer cover]PDF/A is the ISO standard for archiving electronic documents using the PDF format. The first part, PDF/A-1, was published on October 1, 2005. The second and third parts, PDF/A-2 (2011) and PDF/A-3 (2012), enhance PDF/A with support for additional features in the PDF format, including options for combining several PDF/A files into one PDF/A collection or embedding the PDF’s source files or other data, support for transparency, and much more.

The creation of the multi-part PDF/A standard required many years of cooperation between international delegates from software developers, industry associations and government agencies.

ISO 19005 defines a file format based on PDF, known as PDF/A, which provides a mechanism for displaying electronic documents in such a way that the visual image is maintained over time, irrespective of the tools and systems used for their production, storage and reproduction”.

PDF/A does not define an archiving strategy; the standard simply details technical requirements for PDF electronic documents to ensure reliability decades or even centuries after the file’s creation.

Since 2005 PDF/A has become well-established as the preferred format for archiving electronic documents. The PDF format, itself standardized in 2008 as ISO 32000-1, is used around the world in public and private sectors and, after HTML, remains the most popular format online. PDF will continue to be employed as a robust and flexible document format in a variety of areas for the foreseeable future.

PDF/A ensures reliable access to PDF documents, making PDF ideal for long-term archiving.
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