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Key resources

	Try the new VS Code extension for PDF syntax
	Check out our cheat sheets for PDF developers
	Get PDF’s latest specification, ISO 32000-2 at no cost
	Add ISO 32000-2 errata via our public GitHub repo, and check out the resolutions
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	Discover the benefits of PDF Association membership
	Join the PDF Association!
	Review the PDF technical community’s working groups


  






How do you find the right PDF technology vendor? 
Use the Solution Agent to ask the entire PDF communuity!

The PDF Association celebrates its members’ public statements 
of support for ISO-standardized PDF technology.
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PDF Association

Originally launched as the PDF/A Competence Center in 2006, the organization’s original function was to promote common understanding of the PDF/A archival subset of the PDF format. It was during this period that the PDF Association developed its first set of PDF/A Technical Notes and the Isartor Test Suite, critical building-blocks for modern implementations of the PDF/A specification.

In 2009 the ISO confirmed the PDF/A Competence Center’s status as a category A liaison with ISO TC 171 SC 2, allowing the organization to act as a conduit for information between members and the ISO committees managing PDF and PDF subset standards.

In 2011 the PDF/A Competence Center became the PDF Association, and formally expanded its scope to include all PDF and PDF-related standards.

The mission of the PDF Association is to promote awareness and adoption of ISO-standardized PDF technology worldwide.

Learn more about us, who’s on the Board of Directors, get in touch with the staff, learn about the benefits of membership and how to join the PDF Association!
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		Joined September 2006

		Headquartered in Germany

		https://pdfa.org
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PDF malformations and more


  
	
  
   
  
   
September 2023, PDF Association staff

Funky (but legit!) PDF, sneaky malware PDF, poisoned PDF, PDF for LEGO, NASA does PDF… it’s a wild … Read more






		
		
			
  


“Cheat Sheets” for PDF, for free!


  
	
  
   
  
   
August 2023, Peter Wyatt

The PDF Association’s PDF cheat sheets are designed to help developers work more efficiently. They are highly condensed … Read more






		
		
			
  


The PDF world mourns John Warnock, Adobe co-founder who created and inspired our industry


  
	
  
   
  
   
August 2023, Duff Johnson

The PDF industry mourns the passing of the Adobe founder and visionary whose inventions and insights led to … Read more






		
		
			
  


How to get started with PDF 2.0


  
	
  
   
  
   
August 2023, Peter Wyatt

PDF is a large, complex specification! Developers often look for first steps in its implementation. This article offers … Read more






		

		
		
		
			
  


ChatGPT can do magic, but doesn’t solve problems when extracting text from PDF 


  
	
  
   
  
   
August 2023, PDF Association staff

LLMs and generative artificial intelligence, as much (or more) than everything else computers can do, is subject to … Read more






		
		
			
  


Overcoming ossification: advancing PDF’s imaging model 


  
	
  
   
  
   
July 2023, Duff Johnson

Overcoming ossification requires everyone to agree on the strategy and specific technical changes affecting all stakeholders.






		
		
			
  


New Technical Specification Released to Enhance Tagged PDF Documents


  
	
  
   
  
   
July 2023, Matthew Hardy

The PDF Association is proud to announce the release of “ISO/TS 32005 Document management – Portable Document Format … Read more






		
		
			
  


How big can your PDF page be?


  
	
  
   
  
   
July 2023, PDF Association staff

The most recent specification of PDF doesn’t limit page size… at all. That’s up to the implementation.
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  20 minute educational presentation time + 5 minutes of questions 5 minutes of “commercial presentation” … Read more
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  20 minute educational presentation time + 5 minutes of questions 5 minutes of “commercial presentation” … Read more
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  Targeted for publication before the end of April, 2020, “PDF in Manufacturing” will will cover … Read more
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