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			ISO 14289-2 (PDF/UA-2), the “gold standard” for accessibility in PDF 2.0, has arrived
	Game-changing new free specification enables interoperable reuse and accessibility for PDF







Discover pdfa.org
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	Try the new VS Code extension for PDF syntax
	Check out our cheat sheets for PDF developers
	Get PDF’s latest specification, ISO 32000-2 at no cost
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	Discover the benefits of PDF Association membership
	Join the PDF Association!
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How do you find the right PDF technology vendor? 
Use the Solution Agent to ask the entire PDF communuity!

The PDF Association celebrates its members’ public statements 
of support for ISO-standardized PDF technology.
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		Frustrated with Digital Forms? How Datalogics Can Help


      We don’t need to persuade you of the value of creating digital forms and surveys over paper forms handed out on clipboards. Paper is so 20th century. You see online surveys on your browser from not-for-profits and airlines and political campaigns and banks every day, and pop-ups asking to improve their customer experience before you click the big “X” in the upper right corner. You probably file your tax returns using TurboTax, a practice the Internal Revenue Service has been encouraging for 25 y … Read more
		

            
    




	
	
	
		
		
			
About the author: Lindsey is a marketing professional with over 10 years of experience working with small and large companies alike. She is passionate about telling stories and connecting with others through digital … Read more
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We don’t need to persuade you of the value of creating digital forms and surveys over paper forms handed out on clipboards. Paper is so 20th century.

You see online surveys on your browser from not-for-profits and airlines and political campaigns and banks every day, and pop-ups asking to improve their customer experience before you click the big “X” in the upper right corner. You probably file your tax returns using TurboTax, a practice the Internal Revenue Service has been encouraging for 25 years to make filings faster and more accurate. Since 2014, over 90% of IRS forms have been completed electronically each year. When you rent a car, the agent checks you in or out with a touch-sensitive tablet and asks you to initial the form with your finger on the screen. The Federal Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act (ESIGN) of 2000 was designed to help replace paper business forms and documents with digital files by making electronic signatures legal and enforceable.

Types of Digital Forms

Two basic varieties of digital forms are available: HTML and PDF.

HTML forms are common and work well on browsers and mobile devices. Services like Survey Monkey are great, making it easy for individuals and businesses to create and distribute high-quality forms. But the free Basic plan for Survey Monkey limits you to 10 questions and permits no more than 100 responses per survey. An individual user license costs a lot more per month than a comparable license for Adobe Acrobat. As an alternative, you could create your own browser-based survey. That allows you to manage the design and format of your survey and keep complete control over the data returned by your customers, clients, employees, or prospects. But building your own HTML form requires web developer skills and a detailed knowledge of HTML formatting.

PDF form documents are another alternative to create digital surveys. They cost next to nothing and are easy to create. No technical skills are required, just a basic understanding of document design and Adobe Acrobat. You get to make all of the decisions related to the format, length, and content of your PDF form document. You can distribute and process as many PDF forms as you like, and all of the data you receive remains fully under your control.

Introducing Forms Extension for the Adobe PDF Library (APDFL)

Now, with the Adobe PDF Library (APDFL) and the new Forms Extension for APDFL (to be released soon), both provided by Datalogics, your ability to work with PDF forms increases exponentially.

The Datalogics Forms Extension for APDFL is a software module that allows applications built using the Adobe PDF Library to work with PDF AcroForm and XFA forms documents. When you install the Forms Extension, it becomes a seamless part of the Adobe PDF Library, and provides the APDFL user with all of the functions available in Adobe Acrobat for working with PDF forms documents. Please note that you must purchase or already own APDFL to get the extension.

That means that you can integrate all of the PDF forms features offered in Adobe Acrobat into your own software. With Forms Extension for APDFL, you can quickly process PDF forms in large volumes. Unlike working with Acrobat, you aren’t limited to manipulating one document at a time. Moreover, with Forms Extension and APDFL, you will find it easy to export the data from your PDF form documents to XML or other types of storage files formats. After you collect the responses to hundreds or thousands of forms/surveys, you can take the data from these form documents and import them into a database, where you can analyze and manipulate that data however you like.

Using Forms Extension for APDFL

Here are some of the features offered with Forms Extension for APDFL and the Adobe PDF Library:

	Import data into XFA and AcroForm documents
	Export data from these form documents to other files
	Flatten XFA and AcroForm documents into regular PDF documents, including generating appearances for bar. When you flatten a PDF document, you are removing interactive elements, like form fields, and converting the form and its content into text.
	Convert XFA forms to AcroForm


We are excited to show you the Forms Extension for APDFL and talk to you about how you can use this new asset within the Adobe PDF Library to expand your ability to efficiently collect and manage information from your customers, prospects, employees, students, and partners. Stay tuned for part two of this post, where we'll go into more detail about using Forms Extension with XFA and AcroForms.
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	Datalogics, Inc. provides a complete SDK for PDF creation, manipulation and management for companies around the globe. Built on Adobe source code, our flagship product Adobe® PDF Library offers a choice of programming platforms and languages along with unsurpassed customer service, proven by our 94% customer retention rate. Datalogics offers…

Read more
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