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			ISO 14289-2 (PDF/UA-2), the “gold standard” for accessibility in PDF 2.0, has arrived
	Game-changing new free specification enables interoperable reuse and accessibility for PDF







Discover pdfa.org

	Review publications from the PDF Association and ISO
	The technical index lists critical resources for developers
	Learn which companies are PDF Association members
	Review hundreds of presentations from our events




Key resources

	Try the new VS Code extension for PDF syntax
	Check out our cheat sheets for PDF developers
	Get PDF’s latest specification, ISO 32000-2 at no cost
	Add ISO 32000-2 errata via our public GitHub repo, and check out the resolutions





Get involved

	Discover the benefits of PDF Association membership
	Join the PDF Association!
	Review the PDF technical community’s working groups


  






How do you find the right PDF technology vendor? 
Use the Solution Agent to ask the entire PDF communuity!

The PDF Association celebrates its members’ public statements 
of support for ISO-standardized PDF technology.
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		Developments at the PDF Association


      The CEO of the PDF Association reflects on the steady expansion of the organization’s mission and the future.
		

            
    




	
	
	
		
		
			
About the author: As CEO of the PDF Association and as an ISO Project Leader, Duff coordinates industry activities, represents industry stakeholders in a variety of settings and promotes the advancement and adoption of … Read more
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As we approach the end of the year I want to take a moment to highlight current activities and look forward to the future.

We’ve just completed a successful web-based event - PDF Days Online 2021 - with 38 webinars and over 2,000 registrants worldwide. Once post production and professional captioning of the recordings is complete they will be posted for free access.

This week and next many members of the PDF Association are also engaged in the twice-annual meeting of ISO TC 171 SC 2; the ISO committee responsible for the file-format specifications for PDF, PDF/A, PDF/UA, PDF/R, ECMAscript for PDF and related standards. Many delegates participate through their own country’s member body organization, if available. If not, members of the PDF Association, a category A liaison to ISO TC 171 SC 2, may also contribute comments and text to the document and attend ISO meetings to deliberate next moves in the development of ISO standards for PDF technology. Keep an eye on our ISO status page to monitor the outcomes of these meetings.

3D technology in PDF

Earlier this year the PDF Association absorbed the 3D PDF Consortium, and recently created a new 3D PDF TWG and 3D PDF User LWG to continue development of standardized 3D technology in the PDF context, including advancing support for STEP in PDF. Led by new PDF Association member Boeing’s Stuart Galt, these 3D technology-centric communities will begin their meeting cycles in November. PDF Association members with an interest in the AEC, aerospace and automotive industries, in particular, are encouraged to consider monitoring these working groups.

Email archiving with PDF

The PDF Association has also partnered with the University of Illinois to develop a technical specification in support of the email-archiving with PDF concept. The EA-PDF LWG, co-chaired by PDF Association CTO Peter Wyatt and Associate Dean Chris Prom of the University of Illinois, will launch its project before the end of the year following finalization of contract details.

Securing PDF

PDF Association CTO Peter Wyatt, who represents the PDF industry within DARPA’s SafeDocs program, has spent much of 2021 enhancing the Arlington PDF Model, a specification-derived, machine-readable definition of the full PDF document object model (DOM) as defined by the PDF 2.0 specification. The model is freely available from GitHub.

Raising issues with PDF standards

Peter Wyatt has likewise been busy creating and managing the pdf-issues repository on Github as a central facility for PDF developers to post requests for clarification or problems they find in any of the latest PDF specifications based around PDF 2.0. All developers - not only members of the PDF Association - are encouraged to post their concerns for regular review by the PDF Association’s PDF Technical Working Group. With 100 issues already closed, this has been very successful in helping everyone in the PDF industry achieve the highest possible level of interoperability and reliability.

New member-services features

We recently overhauled the Feature Support pages, providing a means for members to express their support for the latest ISO standards through the product showcase on pdfa.org. A new “call to action” feature at the top of every page creates new opportunities for members’ to drive traffic to their own products, services, and thought-leadership content. Our technical resources pages and GitHub presence were also reorganized and updated by Peter Wyatt ensuring that all technical assets created by the Association are easy to locate. Together with the Solution Agent launched in late 2020 the PDF Association is working hard to provide marketing value to its members. Let us know how we can help you!

What’s coming in 2022?

After two long years of COVID-19 we are already beginning to plan the premier live event focussed on PDF technology for Q3, 2022. New website features, such as a PDF showcase and presentations archive, will provide more options for promoting PDF technology, capabilities and leadership. Even more exciting projects - new standards, new resources and new technologies - are also on the way.

As our remit expands to encompass more of the industries, verticals and workflows that comprise the digital document environment we look forward to continuing to serve and represent PDF developers and end-users alike.
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GERMAN OFFICE

✆ +49.30.814546510

US OFFICE

✆ +1 617 283 4226
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